ORPHAN CHILDREN KICKED OUT OF HOME BY RENEGADE BISHOP

Shearly Cripps Home
Children evicted from an orphanage will go hungry, a nun in charge says 
The children stared in silence when the heap of bags was loaded on to a lorry and driven out of the gate. They have already been told that their Anglican priest, three nuns and administrator will follow. 

“They are frightened,” said Sister Dorothy Otilia, who has been been surrogate mother to hundreds of orphans at the Shearly Cripps Home since 1983. “We are very much worried about the kids. They can go hungry. It’s going to be a disaster.” 

The staff have been given until today to leave the Anglican Church-run property by Nolbert Kunonga, the former Anglican bishop and acolyte of President Mugabe who has been at the head of the seven years of persecution of the Anglican Church in Zimbabwe. 

Since 2004, when he installed himself at St George’s Cathedral in Harare, the seat of the Anglican Church in Zimbabwe, he has taken over nearly every Anglican church in Zimbabwe, except in sparsely populated Matabeleland in the west. 

Now, it is the turn of up to 80 rectories and other buildings next to the seized churches. Anglican parish priests who have managed to hang on to their official homes, have been told to get out. “Church buildings are being used as fee-paying schools and pre-schools, residential buildings and business premises,” said Chad Gandiya, the Bishop of Harare. “If he [Mr Kunonga] was acquiring these buildings for worship, we would not be that offended. He is turning the dioceses into money-making ventures. It really hurts.” 

In 2007 Mr Kunonga broke away from the Anglican Church, claiming that it endorsed homosexuality, and made himself head of the Anglican Province of Zimbabwe. He was excommunicated by Canterbury. Since then, Anglicans who have tried to convene in their own churches have been assaulted, arrested and driven out by police who ignore court orders for the two groups to share premises. 

Mr Kunonga and his priests hold services in empty churches. “Each Sunday, most of Zimbabwe’s Anglican congregations can gather for worship only in tents, open fields, schoolrooms and the churches of other denominations. We’ve had to start again from nothing,” Bishop Gandiya said. Matabeleland “is next,” he said. 

Mr Kunonga is granted the same immunity from the law that Mr Mugabe gives leaders of the military and his party militias. In 2008 a High Court judge awarded all the Anglican Church’s property and assets to Mr Kunonga. The Church turned to the Supreme Court. Chief Justice Godfrey Chidyausiku took 13 months to respond and last week gave Mr Kunonga custodianship of the Church’s assets. 

Anglican officials say that the extraordinary licence given to Mr Kunonga may be due to more than his affiliation with Mr Mugabe. They share an abiding hatred of homosexuals. Mr Mugabe, referring to a proposed visit by Dr Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, said: “I understand he is marrying ngochani [gays] in England. If you cannot tell the difference between a man and a woman, then you are worse than my dog.” 

